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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



(Date of Deposit) 
or printed name o/pe^on majjing paper or fee) 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A. One copy of each foreign 
patent reference and each non-patent literature reference are attached pursuant to 37 C.F.R 1.98 
(a)(2). Copies of all U.S. patents listed are omitted pursuant to the waiver of this requirement in 
the Official Gazette of August 5, 2003. 

In addition, and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d), the attention of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is also directed to those references identified with copies submitted in the 
chain of applications from which this application claims priority. Specifically this application 
claims the benefit of prior U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/808,679 filed on March 15, 
2001, which is now U.S. Patent No. 6,444,747 issued September 3, 2002, and U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/878,646 filed on June 11, 2001. To the best of applicants' knowledge 
and belief all references cited in the prior applications are cited herein. 

It is respectfully requested that the information identified herein and in all priority 
applications be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. 



This information disclosure statement, filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97, shall not 
be construed as a representation that a search has been made or that any item listed herein is 
"prior art." Further, the filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed to 
be an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b) 



XX 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 

of the U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. No certification or fee is required. 



Respectfully submitted, 

WEGMAN, HESSLER & VANDERBURG 



Date: 



Suite 200 

6055 Rockside Woods Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44131 
(216) 642-3342 



By. 




Bruce E. Peacock 
Reg. No. 28,457 
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PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002, OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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US-3,875,202 


04/01/1975 
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US-4,471,100 
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US-4,659,480 
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Chen 
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Chen 
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Chen 
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Chen 
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Chen 
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Chen et al. 








US-4,895,663 


01/23/1990 


Chen 








US-4,9 13,822 


04/03/1990 


Chen et al. 








US-5,077,361 


12/31/1991 
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US-5, 180,498 
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Chen et al. 








US-5,256,746 


10/26/1993 


Blankenship et al. 








US-5,292,379 


03/08/1994 


Reichgott et al. 
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Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

'Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 

3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. 6 AppIicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time 
you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Office, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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GB-2,328,440 



EP-448717 



JP-2102152 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

'Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 

3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document 3 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time 
you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Office, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, 

city and/or country where published 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Betz Handbook of Industrial Water Conditioning, 8 Ed., 1980, Betz Laboratories, Inc., 
Trevose, PA pp. 85-96 

Betz Handbook of Industrial Water Conditioning, 9 th Ed., 1991, Betz Laboratories, Inc., 
Trevose, PA, pp. 96-104 



Bimax Website Product Sheet, http ://www.bimax.com/allvl-htm, pages 1-2, copyrights 1998, 
Bimax Chemicals Ltd., revised 01/20/2002, printed 08/06/2003 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicants' unique citation designation number (optional), applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Office, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



